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ORDINANCE NO. ORD- 21-0009 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LONG BEACH AMENDING AND RESTATING 

THE MIDTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN (SP-1) TO REFLECT A 

BOUNDARY CHANGE 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, at its hearing on November 5, 2020, 

reviewed the proposed amendment to the text of the Midtown Specific Plan (SP-1 ), and 

recommended the City Council adopt same; 

WHEREAS, the City Council, hereby finds that the proposed amendments 

to the boundary maps and text of the Midtown Specific Plan will not adversely affect the 

character, livability or appropriate development of the surrounding properties and that the 

proposed amendments are consistent with the goals, objectives and provisions of the 

General Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Long Beach ordains as 

follows: 

Section 1. The Midtown Specific Plan (SP-1) is hereby amended, restated, 

and adopted in its entirety as set forth in Exhibit "A" which is attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance by 

22 the City Council and cause it to be posted in three (3) conspicuous places in the City of 

23 Long Beach, and it shall take effect on the thirty-first (31st) day after it is approved by the 

24 Mayor. 

25 II 

26 II 

27 

28 

1 
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1 I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City 

2 Council of the City of Long Beach at its meeting of February 9 , 20 21 by the 

3 following vote: 
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28 

Ayes: Councilmembers: 

Noes: Councilmembers: 

Absent: Councilmembers: 

Recusal(s): Councilmembers: 

Approved: iJb c 

MJM:kjm 12128/20 A20-06874 01220666.docx 

Zendejas, Allen, Price, Supernaw, 

Mungo, Saro, Uranga, Austin, 

Richardson. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
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Southern California Association of Governments

The metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for each region must develop 
a sustainable communities strategy (SCS) that integrates transportation, 
land-use, and housing policies to plan for achievement of the emissions 
target for their region. Every four years, the Southern California Association 
of Governments (SCAG) updates the Regional Transportation Plan/ 
Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for the six-county region: 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Riverside, Orange, Ventura, and Imperial 
counties. The 2012–2035 RTP/SCS vision encompasses three principles 
that collectively work as the key to the region’s future: mobility, economy, 
and sustainability. It includes a strong commitment to reduce emissions 
from transportation sources to comply with California Senate Bill 375 (SB 
375; the Sustainable Communities Act), improve public health, and meet 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards set by the federal Clean Air 
Act. The 2012–2035 RTP/SCS provides a blueprint for improving quality of 
life for residents by providing more choices for where they will live, work, 
and play and how they will move around. The Midtown Specific Plan is 
consistent with several of the RTP/SCS goals:

•	 Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the 
region.

•	 Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region.

•	 Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system.

•	 Maximize the productivity of our transportation system.

•	 Protect the environment and health of our residents by improving 
air quality and encouraging active transportation (non-motorized 
transportation, such as bicycling and walking).

•	 Encourage land use and growth patterns that facilitate transit and non-
motorized transportation.

Though many projects are scheduled through the 2012-2035 RT/SCS 
throughout Long Beach, none of them are specifically within the Midtown 
area. Every four years, SCAG updates the Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP/SCS). Planning is currently underway for the 2016–2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Additionally, SCAG started a visioning process in 2001 that culminated in 
a regional strategy to accommodate the coming growth. This strategy, 
called “Compass Blueprint,” is integrated with the RTP/SCS and promotes 
a stronger link between regionwide transportation and land use planning. 
The strategy also  encourages creative, forward-thinking, and sustainable 
development solutions that fit local needs and support shared regional 
values, based on the following four key Compass Principles. This program 
is now known as the Sustainability Planning Grant Program which supports 

SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan (2012) 
and the Compass Blueprint logo

ADOPTED APRIL 2012

Southern California Association of Governments
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exemplary projects that illustrate the value effective growth planning can 
bring to the region. The program provides assistance to local jurisdictions 
to test planning tools by providing technical assistance to complete 
planning and policy efforts that enable implementation for the regional 
SCS. Grants of this nature may be a resource for implementation of this 
Specific Plan.

Global Warming Solutions Act

The Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) of 2006 established a 
comprehensive program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to combat 
climate change. This bill requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
to develop regulations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels 
by 2020. As of January 1, 2012, the greenhouse gas rules and market 
mechanisms adopted by CARB took effect and are legally enforceable. 

The reduction goal for 2020 is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25 
percent of the current rate in order to meet 1990 level, and a reduction of 
80 percent of current rates by 2050. The AB 32 Scoping Plan contains the 
main strategies California will use to reduce the greenhouse gases. The 
scoping plan has a range of greenhouse gas reduction actions that include 
direct regulations, alternative compliance mechanisms, monetary and 
nonmonetary incentives, voluntary actions, market-based mechanisms 
such as a cap-and-trade system, and an AB 32 program implementation 
regulation to fund the program.

Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act

The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375) of 2008 
provides incentives for cities and developers to bring housing and jobs 
closer together and improve public transit. The goal behind SB 375 is to 
reduce automobile commuting trips and thus help meet the statewide 
targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions set by AB 32. 

SB 375 requires each MPO to add a broader vision for growth—the 
sustainable communities strategy (SCS)—to its transportation plan. The 
SCS must lay out a plan to meet the region’s transportation, housing, 
economic, and environmental needs in a way that enables the area to 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. 

Climate Change
Scoping Plan

a �amework for change

Prepared by
the California Air Resources Board 
for the State of California

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Governor

Linda S. Adams 
Secretary, California Environmental Protection Agency

Mary D. Nichols
Chairman, Air Resources Board

James N. Goldstene
Executive O�cer, Air Resources Board

DECEMBER 2008

Pursuant to AB 32 
�e California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 

AB 32’s Climate Change Scoping Plan 
provides the framework for helping California 
meet its greenhouse gas reduction goals.
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Los Angeles County  
Metropolitan Transportation Authority

2010 congestion
management program

Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority County Congestion Management 
Program, 2010

 

Complete  
Streets 

Implementation of Deputy Directive-64-R1:  
Complete Streets—Integrating the Transportation  System 

 
People of all ages and abilities want to go places safely 
and conveniently.  Whether they drive, walk, bike, or 
ride a bus or train, the California Department of      
Transportation (Caltrans) complete streets policy leads 
to more choices for getting around.   

Did you know?  Bicyclists and pedestrians are legal users of all 
conventional highways and most expressways.  Bicyclists are also 
allowed to travel on about 1,000 miles or 25 percent of 
California’s freeway miles. 

California Complete Streets Act

The California Complete Streets Act (AB 1358) of 2008 requires circulation 
elements updated in 2011 or later to address the transportation system 
from a multi-modal perspective. The bill states that streets, roads, and 
highways must “meet the needs of all users in a manner suitable to the 
rural, suburban, or urban context of the General Plan.” Essentially, this 
bill requires a circulation element to plan for all modes of transportation 
where appropriate, including walking, biking, car travel, and transit.

The Complete Streets Act also requires circulation elements to consider 
the multiple users of the transportation system, including children, adults, 
seniors, and the disabled. 

Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program

The County of Los Angeles and its transportation agency, Metro, updated 
the Congestion Management Program (CMP) in 2010 to assess the overall 
performance of the highway system and provide decision makers with  
quantitative input for funding improvements and programs. The CMP 
covers approximately 500 miles of freeway facilities that are divided 
into 81 key segment pairs. The traffic operations at each segment are 
evaluated every two years by Caltrans and published in the CMP for Los 
Angeles County. The CMP for Los Angeles County designated certain 
arterial roadways and freeway segments as CMP facilities:

Roadways: Pacific Coast Highway, 7th Street, Alamitos Avenue, Orange 
Avenue

Freeways: I-710, I-605, I-405, SR-91

The County’s traffic congestion management policy is intended to 
determine appropriate transportation planning actions in response to a 
particular level of service (LOS). As a result, an intersection with a poor 
LOS does not necessarily preclude new development at or around that 
intersection. Instead, the local agency will need to respond to intersection 
LOS with a three-tiered approach:

1. Manage speeds and motorist behavior at intersections with high LOS.

2. Review traffic growth patterns when congestion begins to appear and 
planning for appropriate ways to address additional congestion.

3. Take steps to manage congestion, including moving from intersection-
specific metrics to LOS for an entire corridor.

California Complete Streets Act, 2008
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Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority    

Metro is the planning, coordinating, designing, building, and operating 
transportation agency for Los Angeles County. The agency’s 2009 Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) lays out a 30-year vision for the Los 
Angeles County transportation system. The LRTP focuses on connecting 
highways and arterials with bus, urban, and regional rail systems while 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions through the following goals:

•	 Expand the Metro fixed guideway/busway network to over 177 stations 
covering nearly 230 miles.

•	 Expand the Metro Rapid network to provide over 400 miles of service 
through 35 cities and the County of Los Angeles.

•	 Continue the commitment to operate and expand the Metrolink 
commuter rail system.

•	 Continue the commitment to operate the paratransit bus system.

•	 Expand and improve bus and rail transit services throughout the county.

•	 Fill in critical gaps along the carpool network.

•	 Build freeway interchanges and carpool lane connectors.

•	 Expand the Metro Freeway Service Patrol.

•	 Fund enhancements to arterial, signal synchronization, transportation 
demand management, bikeway, pedestrian, transit capital, and 
transportation through the Call for Projects.

•	 Promote rideshare and other Transportation Demand Management 
strategies that provide alternatives to driving alone.

The Blue Line light rail train system along Long Beach Boulevard is 
operated and maintained by Metro. This regional line connects Downtown 
Long Beach with Downtown Los Angeles and is one of the busiest urban 
railway systems in the nation. While the LRTP does not identify funded 
improvements for this regional connector, the Midtown Specific Plan 
provides guidance on median and street improvements to buffer the train 
and street activity with increased landscaping.

Gateway Cities Strategic Transportation Plan Active 
Transportation Element

In 2013, the Gateway Cities Council of Government’s (GCCOG) released a 
Draft Strategic Transportation Plan to promote strategies to reduce traffic 
and energy consumption while enhancing the quality of life and personal 
health of the people in its communities. This plan focuses on walking and 
cycling as alternatives to motorized transportation methods. The Active 
Transportation Element (ATP) of the Draft Strategic Plan recognizes the 
importance of bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure as a critical element 
in reducing the long-standing local and regional traffic concerns. These 
documents contain policy and action items toward making the GCCOG 

metro.net/longrangeplan

I want a mobile future.
2009 Long Range Transportation Plan

Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority  Long Range Transportation 
Plan, 2009
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AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) ss 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) 
CITY OF LONG BEACH ) 

Tamela Austin being duly sworn says: That I am employed in the Office of the City Clerk 

of the City of Long Beach; that on the 11th day of February, 2021, I posted three true 

and correct copies of ORD-21-0009 in three conspicuous places in the City of Long 

Beach, to wit: One of said copies in the lobby of Civic Chambers; one of said copies in 

the Main Library; and one of said copies on the front counter of the Office of the City 

Clerk. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

This 11th day of February 2021. 




